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Creating a website from scratch can be intimidating. 

Where do you start? How do you code? What is coding? 

We feel you. 

 

 

 

Creating a website can be a tricky feat to conquer but 

with our help, you will be able to DIY yourself a nifty 

website.  Having a website of high standard is 

essential!  Think of it this way, if your friend 

recommended using a product or buying this brand new 

item but they have terrible taste, would you trust their 

recommendation? Probably not. Think of your website as 

the best recommendation out there! 

 

 

 

Don’t worry. We’ll walk you through it and remember, 

we're always here if you have any questions. 
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First of all, what we use, and recommend for everyone, 

is WordPress. WordPress powers over 20% of all 

websites, and for good reason! There are dozens of in 

depth articles out there explaining why WordPress is the 

best, including this one. Talk to anyone, and they’ll tell 

you WordPress is the way to go. 

 

If you want a quick summary of why WordPress is 

the best, here it is: 

 

You can use it to make any kind of website 

It’s simple and easy to use yet also complex and 

scalable 

It’s FREE.99 – yes, it’s free! 

It’s easy to learn and to use 

It has a great support community 

It’s search engine friendly 

 

Keep in mind that all of those paid platforms like Wix 

have a huge advertising budget because they charge 

every user per month… That’s why you see ads for them 

all over. WordPress doesn’t need to invest in advertising 

because they’re just the best, and free to use. 

 

 

Ready to move on? Let’s go!



www.dawningdigital.com

Creating a Website for 

Your Business or 

Personal Use
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What You’ll Need: 

 

- Domain 

- Host 

- WordPress 

 

To start your own website you’re going to need a 

domain (your address on the internet – like 

dawningdigital.com) and hosting (this is like paying rent 

to keep your site up on the internet, as well as a space 

where your website database is stored).

Costs of Your Web Hosting Company

This will vary a little bit based on your domain name and 

the hosting you choose BUT your domain will be about 

$12/year plus optional domain privacy (~$20) plus 

hosting which is where the price really varies. 

 

Most hosts will offer you a discount for paying for more 

than one year… So your final price will depend on the 

plan you choose. It may be between $5-$10/month or 

even more. 
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We use HostGator, and that’s what will be referred to in 

this guide. We use Host Gator because their support is 

great and they have 24/7 live chat support which is 

super useful. If you’re just starting out and need a lot of 

support, they’ll be there every step of the way. 

 

So what you’re going to have to pay to have a website 

is about $100-$170 a year. Maybe less, maybe more.

Step 1 - Establish Your Brand 

Guidelines

This will vary a little bit based on your domain name and 

the hosting you choose BUT your domain will be about 

$12/year plus optional domain privacy (~$20) plus 

hosting which is where the price really varies. 

 

Most hosts will offer you a discount for paying for more 

than one year… So your final price will depend on the 

plan you choose. It may be between $5-$10/month or 

even more. 
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Before you do anything, what is the purpose of your 

website? How are you going to be communicating your 

brand to the world? 

 

These are super important questions to ask when setting 

up your website. The thing that will set your website 

apart from your competitors is having a clear and 

cohesive customer journey that will help you achieve 

your goals. Is your website going to be providing 

engaging content that will speak to its viewers? 

 

Figure out how you are going to serve your target 

market and define why you are unique. This will make 

your website and business successful! By setting up a 

clear guide and goals on what purpose your website will 

serve will keep you on track and prevent you from going 

down the creative path. 

 

Designing your website is going to be a fun experience 

and you will be learning all these great new tools. But, 

the phrase “less is more” should have been made for 

website design! Remain clear on what your goal is for 

your website and stick to the things that will help you 

achieve those. 

 

 

Step 1 - Establish Your Brand 

Guidelines



www.dawningdigital.com

This is all great information and all, but how the heck do 

you establish your brand guidelines? Like most things, we 

have a guide for that. 

 

 

 

 

http://dawningdigital.com/brand-style-guidelines/
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Now that you’ve made the decision to start a website 

and you’ve got your brand set, let’s dive in! Okay, so the 

hardest part will probably be selecting your domain 

name. If you already have one in mind, that’s awesome, 

fingers crossed that it’s available. 

 

 

 

 

Step 2 – Purchase Domain

Go to HostGator to check if your domain is available. 

 

 

 

 

Again, you can purchase your domain and hosting from 

anyone you want but we are going to guide you through 

our recommendations. 

 

We’ve tried quite a few different options and these are 

our preferences based on our experience. 

 

 

 

 

http://partners.hostgator.com/c/1200612/178142/3094
http://partners.hostgator.com/c/1200612/178142/3094
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If the domain you wanted isn’t available or you still don’t 

know what you want your domain name to be, here is a 

helpful resource: 

 

Rewind and Capture – this a great tool, especially if 

you’re trying to decide on a brand name. It allows you to 

input your brand name or preferred domain name and it 

will tell you if the domain and social media handles are 

available. It will also score your brand name based on a 

few different factors! 

 

Once you’ve decided on a domain name, go ahead and 

purchase it. You can purchase a domain from several 

different providers such as Host Gator, Go Daddy etc… 

but if you do decide to host your site with Host Gator, 

it’s best to purchase the domain from them. 

 

 

 

http://www.rewindandcapture.com/brand-grader/
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Once you have your domain, it’s time to purchase a 

hosting plan for your site. We recommend Host Gator 

because they have amazing 24/7 live chat support, and 

will answer any questions you might have. Have no idea 

what something means? They’ll save you. 

 

You can view their hosting plans here. 

 

 

Step 3 – Select a Hosting Plan

As you can see, there are a few different options here, 

and the prices are based on how many years you pay 

for. Of course, the more years you commit to, the lower 

your price will be per month. 

 

 

 

http://partners.hostgator.com/c/1200612/178142/3094
http://partners.hostgator.com/c/1200612/178142/3094
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So what plan should you select? 

 

That will depend on your needs and intentions. The 

hatchling plan will allow you to host only 1 domain. If you 

plan on having other websites in the future, you might 

want to go for a higher plan. That’s about the only 

difference between the Hatchling and Baby plan. 

 

The business plan allows you to host unlimited domains, 

and it includes an SSL and private IP address. SSL 

basically is a security measure to protect your site and 

search engines. You’ll need it if you plan on selling 

anything online. It’s also advisable to have an SSL if you 

want your site to rank well in search engine results. You 

may also purchase an SSL separately for about 

$40/year, but it cannot be used on any plan but the 

business plan (because it requires the features 

discussed below). 

 

The business plan also includes a dedicated IP address. 

With a dedicated IP, only your sites will be hosted on 

that IP. Without a dedicated IP, your site will share the 

‘space’ with other sites. The problem with sharing an IP is 

that if another site on that IP has a bad reputation, it 

could affect the way your site is perceived as well. It will 

also affect your email sender’s reputation.  

 

 

http://partners.hostgator.com/c/1200612/178142/3094
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For example, if you plan to setup an email account like 

name@website.com – your emails will have a better 

chance of delivering if you have a dedicated IP 

(otherwise they could have a higher probability of 

ending up in your junk mail.) 

 

So it’s really up to you! If your site will be a business of 

any sort, you may want to purchase the business plan. 

However, you can always upgrade! 

 

Once you select a plan, hit the “I already Own This 

Domain” tab and type your domain in. 

 

Go through the rest of the steps and check out! 

 

 

http://partners.hostgator.com/c/1200612/178142/3094
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Next, it’s time to install WordPress on your site. 

 

The following steps are assuming you chose Host Gator 

as your host. If not, follow your host’s instructions to 

install WordPress. 

 

These guys make it really easy to install WordPress in 1 

click – 

 

You’re going to have to log in to your cPanel (control 

panel). Check the email you received from them and 

retrieve your cPanel login info. The url will look 

something like gator####.hostgator.com:#### 

 

Log in using your credentials and you will see this page: 

 

 

Step 4 – Install WordPress

http://partners.hostgator.com/c/1200612/178142/3094
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Click on ‘Build a New WordPress Site’ and you will see 

this: 

 

 

Select your domain from the first dropdown, and leave 

the directory empty. 

 

Next you’ll see this: 

 

 

Add your blog/site name, and then type your desired 

admin username in the ‘Admin User’ field, and fill out the 

rest of the fields. Make sure you have access to the 

email address that you use, as your password will be 

emailed there. 

 

Once you’re done, agree to the terms of service and hit 

“Install”. 

 

 

http://partners.hostgator.com/c/1200612/178142/3094
http://partners.hostgator.com/c/1200612/178142/3094
http://partners.hostgator.com/c/1200612/178142/3094
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After a couple seconds, the screen will say your install is 

complete, and your login info will appear. Those details 

are also emailed to the address you provided before, 

but make sure you SAVE THEM! 

 

Click on the orange “Login” button and you will be taken 

to a page like this one to log in! 

 

 

Just fill out your username and password and you’re IN! 

 

Next time you need to log in, you’ll have to go to 

yourdomain.com/wp-admin 

 

 

http://partners.hostgator.com/c/1200612/178142/3094
http://partners.hostgator.com/c/1200612/178142/3094
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Welcome to your brand new WordPress Dashboard!! 

 

 

WordPress has this nice little setup wizard that helps 

guide you through some of the basic steps required to 

set your site up. Go ahead and go through the steps. 

 

When you’re asked “What should visitors see on your 

homepage?” select “A Static Welcome Page”. 

 

Okay, so now it’s time to get familiar with your 

Dashboard! 

 

Note it can also be referred to as ‘WordPress Admin’ or 

‘WordPress Backend’. 

 

This is where you administer your website! You can 

customize your site’s design, create posts, and pages 

and more!  

http://partners.hostgator.com/c/1200612/178142/3094
http://partners.hostgator.com/c/1200612/178142/3094
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This dashboard is only available if you’re logged into the 

site as an admin, so don’t worry, the public can’t see 

this. 

 

Step 5 – Select a Theme 

 

 
Before we discuss how to do the basics on your site, we 

want to mention themes. WordPress offers several free 

themes, which can be accessed at Appearance > 

Themes 

http://partners.hostgator.com/c/1200612/178142/3094
http://partners.hostgator.com/c/1200612/178142/3094
http://partners.hostgator.com/c/1200612/178142/3094
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Click on themes. 

As you’ll see, WordPress comes with three basic themes, 

but there’s a lot more free themes to choose from if you 

click “add new theme”. 

You can use the “Feature Filter” to look for particular 

features. 

http://partners.hostgator.com/c/1200612/178142/3094
http://partners.hostgator.com/c/1200612/178142/3094
http://partners.hostgator.com/c/1200612/178142/3094
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The first time we made a website we thar thought these 

were the only options. We struggled with so many 

themes that had ALMOST everything we wanted, but 

required you to upgrade for an essential feature. 

 

For example, one theme gave us a few social media 

icons to use as links to our social media pages, but we 

had to pay like $40 for the paid version to get the 

Instagram icon – we weren’t happy! 

 

If you’re willing to pay a few extra bucks so save yourself 

some time, there’s something better: Themeforest 

themes. 

Here you can find thouuuusands of beautiful themes 

that are MUCH easier to use than those that come with 

WordPress. 

http://partners.hostgator.com/c/1200612/178142/3094
http://partners.hostgator.com/c/1200612/178142/3094
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Use the tags on the left sidebar to define the type of 

theme you’d like. We would recommend sorting by best 

rated or best sellers. We know, you might think you don’t 

want to have a theme that a lot of people have but… 

these themes are highly customizable so your site won’t 

necessarily look like other sites. 

 

Aside form the obvious reason of selecting top rated 

and best selling products, themes that have more sales 

tend to have more reviews. This is because the more 

people who purchase the theme, the more resources the 

creators have to offer support. Look out for themes that 

advertise having a Facebook group or community as 

those can be very helpful! 

 

Another thing to look for is themes that come with ‘Page 

Builders’ these typically allow you to build your page out 

without having to deal with any code. Easy peasy! 

 

Oh, and if your theme says the have tutorial videos, 

that’s always great! At the very least… it HAS to have 

documentation! Every theme is a little different, and 

there’s always a slight learning curve when you use a 

new theme, that’s why thorough instructions are 

important. If you can view the documentation before 

purchasing the theme, do so.  

http://partners.hostgator.com/c/1200612/178142/3094
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Look through it and make sure it’s well written, makes 

sense, and most importantly that you understand it. 

 

If you decide to purchase a theme through Themeforest, 

you would purchase it, then download a .zip file of the 

theme and then upload it by clicking ‘Upload’ from the 

themes page. 

 

Look at your dark sidebar on the left, scroll down to 

Appearance, then click on Themes. 

Next you will upload the theme – press the upload 

button towards the top of the page. Make sure you’re 

uploading a .zip file. If your computer decompressed the 

file you will need to compress it again into a .zip file. 

http://partners.hostgator.com/c/1200612/178142/3094
http://partners.hostgator.com/c/1200612/178142/3094
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You would then follow your theme’s 

documentation/instructions or setup wizard on how to 

setup the theme. 

 

If it comes with demo content, you may want to install 

the demo content and then customize it. The alternative 

with most themes would be to build your pages from 

scratch using the theme’s resources. 

 

Each theme is different, so your best resource for this 

step is to follow their instructions. If you purchase a 

theme, it should come with “Documentation” which will 

be your main guide to using that theme. If your theme 

has a Facebook group, join it! 

 

 

Or if you get stuck, give us a shout and we will be 

happy to set it up for you.  

 

 

http://partners.hostgator.com/c/1200612/178142/3094
https://dawningdigital.com/contact-us/


www.dawningdigital.com

We see it happen all the time; a brand has a gorgeous 

website, their copy is engaging and we want to learn 

more about them! But, when we scroll down to find their 

social media links, they’re not there or even worse, they 

don’t work. 

 

Linking your social media is one of the key basics to 

building your website. By offering another channel of 

communication to your customers, they will be able to 

learn more about you and begin to trust your brand that 

much more. 

 

The more potential customers know and see things 

about your business, they are more likely going to trust 

your product and convert to buying customers. 

 

Another key basic to consider for building your website 

is your visuals. No theme or design enhancements will 

hide pixelated images and inappropriately placed 

imagery. 

 

Your website is the portal into your product and 

services, make it shine! Giving your visuals a bit of a 

facelift is worth the time and effort and will have people 

buying into your product offering. 

Step 6 - Getting with the Basics 

http://partners.hostgator.com/c/1200612/178142/3094
http://partners.hostgator.com/c/1200612/178142/3094
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So there you go, these are the steps to start your first 

website! 

 

Taking the plunge and making your business online 

official is scary and you will be faced with some 

questions. 

 

So, if you hit any roadblocks along the way or have any 

questions, feel free to reach out to us at 

hello@dawningdigital.com or schedule a free call. 

We’d love to help you! 

https://dawningdigital.com/schedule/discovery-call/

